
“The Good News” 

The turning of the page to a new year 

has never felt this good to so many   

people.  “Good riddance, 2020” is the 

common thought.  Yes, it was an awful 

year for many or most of us.  But as  

people of faith, we also know that God 

was in our midst in the worst of it.     

Holding our hand.  Guiding us.  Healing 

us.  Comforting us.  We praise God for 

the grace we received to sustain us.   

     Of course, we still have many       

challenges in the new year, but for many, 

the candle of hope has been relit.   We 

can turn to the words of Isaiah for a 

heavenly reminder, as God speaks to us: 

“Remember not the former things, nor 

consider the things of old.  Behold, I am 

doing a new thing; now it springs forth, 

do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19) 

     Yes, God is working in our midst for 

our well-being, our deliverance from evil.  

Racial discrimination is slowly being    

addressed again, but that has a long way 

to go.  Bigger wildfires, rising oceans, 

and stronger hurricanes are still the     

reality, but the human community is start-

ing to exert their will to treat God’s earth 

with care. The pandemic is still infecting 

and killing thousands, but a miracle   

vaccine is slowly being distributed.   

     Do we perceive God’s hand in the 

midst of those changes?  Can we use 

our eyes of faith to notice that God is  

doing a new thing – in our world and in 

our lives?   

River Spirit 
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     What is that “new thing” for 

you?  Does it involve your health, 

your family, your work, your       

self-image, your goals?  God’s    

actions are springing forth within 

and around us.  In this new year, 

may the Lord bless us with eyes 

to see, minds to understand, and 

hearts to embrace the newness of 

God’s mercy.  

Happy New Year, 

Steve 
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From The Office:____________________________ 

 
We have our worship service posted by 8:00 on  Sunday    
mornings (Website and youtube with a 9:00 premier on         
Facebook) as well as Wednesday devotionals at 6pm, and 
Thursday story time for the kids at 11am. 
 
If you would like to have a zoom meeting with your group and 
would like us to set it up for you email  
Jessie at publications@goodshepherdoswego.org 
 

Photo by Debbie Klonowski 

GIVING: Online giving is available and is appreciated as we will 
still have our regular operating costs and bills. Please mail in your 
giving to P.O. Box 695 5 W. Washington St. Oswego IL 60543 or 
use our E giving for online giving                                                                                           
https://giving.ncsservices.org/app/giving/goodshepherdoswego   

which can also be found on our website under the giving tab. ~ 

Our Sunday services and mid week events will remain ONLINE and posted on        
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/gschurchumc/ 

as well as our website  
www.goodshepherdoswego.org 

and 
YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7_pWWqaud8IFd9lm27oJNA? 
Our office remains closed through August but you can call or email us with anything 

you need! 630-554-3269 or office@goodshepherdoswego.org 

YEAR END GIVING:  As 2020 comes to a close, our year end 
giving for the 2020 General Fund and Apportionment will be 
accepted through Thursday, January 7th.  Please be sure to 
mark your envelope, or check with the calendar year and 
fund you are contributing to. Thank you for your generous 
support and dedication to our church, and our ministries as we 
continue to serve Christ and our mission to "make Disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world." 

"We are deeply grateful for Church of the Good Shepherd's gift of $200 to  University 
Christian Ministry in support of our ministry (United Methodist campus ministry at 
Northwestern University, Evanston) . By this gift, you are investing in a ministry 
aimed at shaping the future of the church and the world through the lives of young 
men and women on the university campus. On behalf of our students, we send a 
heartfelt "Thank You' for your partnership in this historic ministry. Sincerely in 
Christ, Rev. Julie Windsor Mitchell, Executive Director 

https://giving.ncsservices.org/app/giving/goodshepherdoswego
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9eNEWtQPQ/c?w=mVw2pOYVm7L8Cg8yGKUwwYPaRdBeu_PA1pXw-PriJew.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2dzY2h1cmNodW1jLyIsInIiOiJlMTk5NmFjYi1lOGM4LTQ1MGMtMThhMy02ZjBmYzMwMGNhZWUiLCJtIjoibWFpbF9scCIsImMiOiJjNzUyYjE0OC0yN2Q0LTQ2MTgtODEyY
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9eNEWtQPQ/c?w=t77oe9hb_BsCW1Uf97JAY0DHsLsZERzWZQb1SpJEAz0.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZHNoZXBoZXJkb3N3ZWdvLm9yZyIsInIiOiJlMTk5NmFjYi1lOGM4LTQ1MGMtMThhMy02ZjBmYzMwMGNhZWUiLCJtIjoibWFpbF9scCIsImMiOiJjNzUyYjE0OC0yN2Q0LTQ2MTgtODEyYy0xN
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9eNEWtQPQ/c?w=RPFejawri9cjTkwGzF7B9bRqSjV3jf3Ffiqlk7-7Vww.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vY2hhbm5lbC9VQzdfcFdXcWF1ZDhJRmQ5bG0yN29KTkE_IiwiciI6ImUxOTk2YWNiLWU4YzgtNDUwYy0xOGEzLTZmMGZjMzAwY2FlZSIsIm0iOiJtYWlsX2xwIiwiYyI6ImM3N


Good Shepherd Health Team  
 
COVID-19 Response  
     Church of the Good Shepherd's Church Council has taken on the role of 
"Health Team" as we consider when and how we can return to in-person      
worship.  No date has been set at this time, as our  congregation and   
building size limits our ability to safely open our doors.  After discussing a 
document from our Bishop and the  Northern Illinois Conference that lists 
"Absolute Guidelines" and "Best Practices" for Phase 3 and 4, the Health Team 
has decided to continue with online  worship only.  Examples of the   restrictions 
that led to that decision include the limit of 50 people for a gathering in any 24 

hour period, the social distancing that may limit our numbers well under 50 people, and the          
restrictions against  singing (which is one of the more dangerous ways that a virus can be spread).     
     Thank you so much for your patience and understanding in the meantime, as we find creative 
ways to continue to be the church together!                       
 
     Peace,                                                           
      Pastor Steve 
 

The Church of the Good Shepherd has been meeting on a regular basis.  Most recently, our 
Health Team agreed that worship services will return when our area reaches stage 5. Groups    
allowed inside our building at this time will be limited to:  groups who contribute to our online    
worship production, recognized Good Shepherd groups, our Little Shepherd Preschool, and others 
with a previously agreed-upon contract.  We are keeping watch on safety guidelines set by the 
Northern Illinois Conference and how they apply to our own building and ventilation system.  Our 
goal is to be sure all who enjoy our church building can do so in a safe and healthy environment.   

Cleaning supplies, PPE, and thermometers are available for church groups meeting in the church. 
They are located in the Gathering Room closet and down in the lower level foryer (where the 
PADS mats are usually kept) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Masks are required when entering the church building at any time. Thank you. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Full-Time Stewards 

God has created and designated us to be his stewards (Genesis 1:28-30). He has charged us 
with the care and management of his creation. Our responsibilities as his stewards are not in effect 
only at certain times of the day or days of the week or month. We are not stewards merely on   
Sundays or other special days. As stewards for Christ, we are to be devoted to full-time effort and 
commitment to serve the Lord with our lives and possessions. Stewardship involves our entire    
being, our entire time, and our entire resources. We are not passive managers but active and     
involved. We are to commit all that we are, all that we have, and all that we will be to God’s glory. 
First Peter 4:10 reads, “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others faithful-
ly administering God’s grace in its various forms.”  

Stewards act as partners with God. Paul tells us, “For we are God’s 
fellow workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9). As our senior partner, God        
provides everything we need to make our work as “fellow workers” 
possible. To further his kingdom, we are called to exercise our intelli-
gence and resourcefulness. We are God’s instruments through which 
he works. In essence, we are God’s hands, feet, and mouth. 

Not only are we God’s partners, we are his children. He gives us the 
privileges and the duties of children. God loves, protects, and provides 
for us. It is the privilege and the duty of the child to be with, talk to, trust 
in, love, and obey his father. God has been faithful to us; shall we not 
be faithful as good children and stewards to him who gives our lives 
direction, purpose, and hope? Our heavenly Father expects us to be 
faithful stewards of all that he entrusts to us. “Now it is required that 
those who have been given a trust must prove faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). In Romans 14:12 we 
read, “So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.” We will be accountable for what 
we did with his gifts of time, talents, and treasures. 

As stewards, we are shaped and transformed by the Holy Spirit. God energizes and equips us for 
our stewardship journey. God does all and provides all things to make our stewardship lifestyle 
possible. As we diligently and faithfully serve him, we will hear his words, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:23). 

 

 



Church signs … LOL … 

YOU GIVE GOD THE CREDIT. 

NOW GIVE GOD THE CASH. 

 

FOR THE ROAD TO HEAVEN, 

TURN RIGHT AND GO STRAIGHT. 

 

FORBIDDEN FRUIT  

MAKES MANY JAMS. 
 

Are You One of the Nine? 

The account in Luke 17:11-19 of Jesus’ healing of the ten lepers is very familiar to us. We re-
member how these poor afflicted outcasts cried out to the Lord for healing and that Jesus had pity 
on them and healed them. After getting official clearance from the priests who verified that they 
were indeed cured of the dreadful disease, nine of them went their joyful way, completely forgetting 
about Jesus who had answered their pleas. Only one of them returned to thank Jesus. 

Isn’t this just like us? Aren’t we so often one of the nine? We put our requests before God, and, 
when he answers them, we go our joyful way, forgetting to thank him for hearing us and blessing 
us. Still he continues to pour out his goodness on us. Take a walk on a summer morning, and you 
can’t help but praise him for the beauty all around – for the world he has created to sustain us and 
for us to enjoy. Go to bed at night, safe and secure in your home, with a full stomach and an un-
worried mind and thank God for his benefits. 

Sit down with your Bible, unconcerned that anyone might storm your door and take you off to 
prison for your “subversive” activities, something that happens regularly to our persecuted brothers 
and sisters in the faith. Gather with other believers on Sunday morning to hear and sing the Word, 
partake of Christ’s body and blood which impart forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation, and to 
pray . . . and thank God for his blessings. 

Thank him with your words of thanksgiving. Thank him 
with deeds of service to others. Thank him with giving your 
money. Thank him with your life, for he gave his for you. 

 

 

 

The Golden Rule 

Jesus said, “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you . . .” (Matthew 
7:12). Christ in us enables us to treat others with love and kindness. We can live the Golden Rule. 
Our hope and desire is that others will return that love to us, although we realize that, just as many 
didn’t return Christ’s love to him, others may not return our kindness to us. Just because we don’t 
always receive goodness and kindness from others, we should never be deterred from expressing 
God’s love to others. 



 

A very BIG THANK YOU to everyone who stepped up to the plate to make Christmas a 
happier time for area families and children.  As a whole church we provided three gifts each for 14 
people in three families through Share Your Blessings with the Kendall County Health Department.  
Along with our Little Shepherd Preschool, we provided multiple gifts to 50 children through the   
Angel Tree Program with the Salvation Army.  Judy Schurman and I truly enjoyed shopping online 
from Judy’s dining room table as we purchased gifts for two of the Share Your Blessings families 
with the money that was mailed in.   Thank you to Amanda Sidhu and her Dad for delivering the 
Angel Tree gifts which filled both of their vans.  Thank you to Judy and Chuck Schurman for      
delivering the Share Your Blessings gifts. 

Each year our UMW “empties the treasury” as directed by the UMW Handbook.  It is really a time 
of rejoicing as we are able to share the monies we have received with deserving ministries.  Our 
fiscal year runs from December 1 through November 30, so even though we were unable to have 
our fundraisers this year, we still had the money from our Chili Supper and Christmas Bazaar from 
2019.  Here is a list of the 2020 End of Year Donations we made: 

Kendall County Community Food Pantry  $  200           Salvation Army           $  200 

Cambodia Street Children Ministry  $  150  Red Bird Mission          $  150 

Kendall County CASA    $  150  Mutual Ground          $  150 

Rainbow Covenant – Missionary Support $  150     Lifespring Ministries          $  150 

Church of Good Shepherd Youth Ministry $  100  UMW Legacy Fund          $  100 

                Total Donations                    $1,500 

In addition to the above donations, we also paid out the following during the year to the Aurora 
District UMW:  $1,500 for our Pledge; $262 for Prayer & Delf-Denial Offering; $101.15 for World 
Thank Offering; $120 for Special Mission Recognition; $25 for Gift to Mission; and $50 Gifts in 
Memory for a total of $2,058.15.  Together our UMW shared $3,558.15 this year.  I am humbled to 
be the President of our UMW and deeply appreciate our many dedicated and hardworking UMW 
ladies. Would you like to join us or perhaps start a new Circle?  Contact me. 

Janet McCarty   
UMW President 
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The winter season is upon us. It is time for snow removal from 
now until January 31st.  The church needs volunteers to help   
remove snow around the main church entrance and sidewalks to 
allow the Preschool kids to safely enter into our church. 
    If you can volunteer please contact the church office at           
630-554-3269 or email the church 
at office@goodshepherdoswego.org with your availability date(s). All help 
is greatly appreciated.  
 
Craig Mc Gregor 

                                   630-346-2239 (c)  
 

 
BIBLE STUDY: Get a glimpse into the lives of Jesus’ twelve        
disciples by joining us on Sunday mornings at 10 am by Zoom.  The 
study entitled, Meet the Disciples, by John Birch will start on    
January 10 and continue for five Sundays.  When you sign up with 
Janet McCarty at  jmmccarty70@gmail.com, the study will be sent 
to your email.  Lessons are only four pages long and include       
discussion questions.   

 

We are starting a Zoom Book Club January 14 at 6:30 pm. We will 
be discussing The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett. This is a story 
about twin sisters who are inseparable as children who ultimately 
choose to live in two very different worlds. If you would like to join 
us, please contact Pat Steele (plstee43@yahoo.com) to receive a 
link to the meeting. 

 

 

• Grab a coffee and join the UMM online Fridays at 7am! 
I am planning on have these meetings every Friday morning at 7:00 AM 
until we can meet at the church again. Contact Craig McGregor for the 
zoom link.  

• We are always looking for people interested in the UMM stocking of 
the Kendall Co. Food Pantry on Wednesday evenings at 5:00pm. 

Please contact the church office at 630-554-3269 or office@goodshepherdoswego.org with any 
questions. 

 

mailto:office@goodshepherdoswego.org
mailto:jmmccarty70@gmail.com
mailto:plstee43@yahoo.com


     
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

The Poinsettias in our sanctuary were lovingly donated by: 
 

Ed & Carol Bradley in memory of their parents 
 

Dennis & Diane Clodi in celebration of their 42nd wedding anniversary 
 

The Ingram Family in honor of their church family and friends 
 

Janis Olson in memory of her husband, Donald Olson 
 

Don and Marilyn Snyder in honor of their loved ones 
 

Diane and Jessie in honor of Pastor Steve and to all our friends  
of Good Shepherd who we miss so much! 

 
In loving memory of Gladys Ode 



Linda Gates, 81, of Montgomery, IL born on April 21, 1939, peacefully left 
to be with the Lord on December 25th at Mercy Center Hospital. She 
served in numerous organizations; Boulder Hill Civic Association, Illinois 
State and  National PTA, Illinois State Health Board, Girl Scouts and 
Cookie Sales Chairman. She worked many years 
in Health and Medical fields. 
 

She is survived by her husband Jack Gates of 63 years, one brother 
James Wolf, sister June (Wolf) Rebblo and sister Barbara (Wolf) Wood.  

Due to current restrictions, a private service was held with Dieterle      
Memorial Home and Lincoln Memorial Park. In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to  

Church of The Good Shepherd  
PO Box 695  
5 W. Washington St. in Oswego, IL. 60543. 
 
For online guestbook visit www.dieterlememorialhome.com  

January Birthdays 

1/2                                 Pam Dodson 

1/2                              Castigan Saka 

1/4                              Jody Haltenhof 

1/6                                     Dolly Maly 

1/10                            Diana Bonhert 

1/10                       Christina Roberts 

1/10                                Shirley Was 

1/14                                Carol Austin 

1/14                                Nancy Miller 

1/17                              Dave Ralston 

1/18                            Melissa Butkus 

1/18                                Jeff Heidrich 

1/18                         Melissa Johnson 

1/21                            Rachel Farrow 

1/21                          Marilyn McNary 

1/22                                  Josh Dillon 

1/22                                      Gary Illg 

1/23                              Andrew Craig 

1/23                        Mary Lee Snyder 

1/23                          Bert VanEkeren 

1/25                                Kathy Craig 

1/27                               Mark Gilloffo 

1/27                     William Hornbuckle 

1/28                              Phil Hartness 

1/29                                    Todd Bell 

1/29                                  Mark Craig 

http://www.dieterlememorialhome.com/


The Church of the Good Shepherd 

United Methodist 

5 W. Washington St. 

PO Box 695 

Oswego, IL 60543 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED                

Pastor: Pastor Steve Good 

pastor@goodshepherdoswego.org                        

Youth Director: Rachel Conover:  jessicarc31@gmail.com 

Executive Assistants:  Diane Baum  and   

Jessie Livingston 

Church Office Hours:  Mon-Fri by appointment 

Newsletter Editor:  
publications@goodshepherdoswego.org  

Office Email:  office@goodshepherdoswego.org 

Little Shepherd Preschool:  
littleshepherdps@sbcglobal.net 

    Director – Amanda Sidhu  Teacher:  Eileen Lesak 

    Teachers Aides: Vincenza Ferguson & Ellie Guzman 

Choir Director: Jonathan Tatar 

Custodian:  Bonnie Kennedy 

Nursery Attendant: Shannon Cronin 

Organist & HandBell Choir Director:  Cheryl Todd 

Pianist: Sue Gilla 

Reborn Praise Band:  Jon Conover, Band Leader 

www.goodshepherdoswego.org 


