
“The Good News” 

     Recently I participated in a Zoom   

Lenten workshop with about 150 fellow 

clergy in our Northern Illinois Confer-

ence.  Our speaker was Rev. Adam 

Hamilton, the United Methodist pastor 

from the Kansas City area who has     

authored numerous books that we have 

studied here at  Church of the Good 

Shepherd.  Adam spoke of a South     

African anti-apartheid leader who had 

been given a life sentence in jail in his 

work for justice against the racist system 

in his country.  It was a bitter pill to take, 

but the activist took comfort and was 

sustained by the Old Testament verse 

from Zechariah 9:12:  “Return to your   

fortress, you prisoners of hope;  even 

now I announce that I will restore twice 

as much to you.” 

     These days, amidst our social and 

physical isolation due to COVID-19, 

many of us may feel like prisoners in our 

own home.  We are  sorely aware of the 

over 500,000 American deaths and     

almost 2.5 million deaths of God’s      

children worldwide.  Yet, perhaps we can 

take courage from those earlier pilgrims  

who experienced imprisonment for their 

righteous deeds, and still held onto hope.  

So, as prisoners of hope, we wear the 

masks and painfully distance ourselves 

to lessen the destruction of the pandem-

ic. We turn to our faith to know that the 

River Spirit 

 

C H U R C H  O F  T H E  G O O D  S H E P H E R D ,   
U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T    O S W E G O ,  I L  6 0 5 4 3  

the Lord is with us in this wilderness 

experience that we share with peo-

ple from every language and every 

nation.   

     Singing has always been an act 

of hope in the midst of suffering.  

The great Italian singer Andrea 

Bocelli recorded a special version of 

“Amazing Grace” in April 2020 for 

the prisoners of hope of the COVID-

19 pandemic.  I urge you to watch it 

on YouTube “Andrea Bocelli: Amaz-

ing Grace – Music for Hope”.  Almost 

4 million prisoners of hope have 

viewed it and found great inspiration 

in a difficult time.  I hope you will 

view it too, so that you may remem-

ber that no matter how bleak things 

feel, God’s amazing grace is already 

at work in the world, and in your life.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=bpXwOSHTwsY 

Peace, 

Pastor Steve 
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From The Office:____________________________ 

 
We have our worship service posted by 8:00 on  Sunday    
mornings (Website and youtube with a 9:00 premier on         
Facebook) as well as Wednesday devotionals at 6pm, and 
Thursday story time for the kids at 11am. 
 
If you would like to have a zoom meeting with your group and 
would like us to set it up for you email  
Jessie at publications@goodshepherdoswego.org 
 

Photo by Debbie Klonowski 

GIVING: Online giving is available and is appreciated as we will 
still have our regular operating costs and bills. Please mail in your 
giving to P.O. Box 695 5 W. Washington St. Oswego IL 60543 or 
use our E giving for online giving                                                                                           
https://giving.ncsservices.org/app/giving/goodshepherdoswego   

which can also be found on our website under the giving tab. ~ 
Thank you! 

Our Sunday services and mid week events will remain ONLINE and posted on        
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/gschurchumc/ 

as well as our website  
www.goodshepherdoswego.org 

and 
YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7_pWWqaud8IFd9lm27oJNA? 
Our office remains closed through August but you can call or email us with anything 

you need! 630-554-3269 or office@goodshepherdoswego.org 

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK! 

IN PERSON 

Sunday School has missed you and we want to see your faces! 
On a limited basis we will be having one hour long Sunday 
School classes following strict Covid-19 Guidelines. Our first 
Sunday School event will be held on February 28th from 10-11 
am. Space is limited so make sure to sign up soon to reserve 
your spot! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080549A4A92FA02-sunday 

If you have any questions feel free to contact me, Ruth Frey- dozygit@gmail.com 

https://giving.ncsservices.org/app/giving/goodshepherdoswego
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9eNEWtQPQ/c?w=mVw2pOYVm7L8Cg8yGKUwwYPaRdBeu_PA1pXw-PriJew.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2dzY2h1cmNodW1jLyIsInIiOiJlMTk5NmFjYi1lOGM4LTQ1MGMtMThhMy02ZjBmYzMwMGNhZWUiLCJtIjoibWFpbF9scCIsImMiOiJjNzUyYjE0OC0yN2Q0LTQ2MTgtODEyY
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9eNEWtQPQ/c?w=t77oe9hb_BsCW1Uf97JAY0DHsLsZERzWZQb1SpJEAz0.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZHNoZXBoZXJkb3N3ZWdvLm9yZyIsInIiOiJlMTk5NmFjYi1lOGM4LTQ1MGMtMThhMy02ZjBmYzMwMGNhZWUiLCJtIjoibWFpbF9scCIsImMiOiJjNzUyYjE0OC0yN2Q0LTQ2MTgtODEyYy0xN
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/9eNEWtQPQ/c?w=RPFejawri9cjTkwGzF7B9bRqSjV3jf3Ffiqlk7-7Vww.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vY2hhbm5lbC9VQzdfcFdXcWF1ZDhJRmQ5bG0yN29KTkE_IiwiciI6ImUxOTk2YWNiLWU4YzgtNDUwYy0xOGEzLTZmMGZjMzAwY2FlZSIsIm0iOiJtYWlsX2xwIiwiYyI6ImM3N
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080549A4A92FA02-sunday
mailto:dozygit@gmail.com


Good Shepherd Health Team  
 
COVID-19 Response  
     Church of the Good Shepherd's Church Council has taken on the role of 
"Health Team" as we consider when and how we can return to in-person      
worship.  No date has been set at this time, as our  congregation and   
building size limits our ability to safely open our doors.  After discussing a 
document from our Bishop and the  Northern Illinois Conference that lists 
"Absolute Guidelines" and "Best Practices" for Phase 3 and 4, the Health Team 
has decided to continue with online  worship only.  Examples of the   restrictions 
that led to that decision include the limit of 50 people for a gathering in any 24 

hour period, the social distancing that may limit our numbers well under 50 people, and the          
restrictions against  singing (which is one of the more dangerous ways that a virus can be spread).     
     Thank you so much for your patience and understanding in the meantime, as we find creative 
ways to continue to be the church together!                       
 
     Peace,                                                           
      Pastor Steve 
 

The Health Team of the Church of the Good Shepherd is encouraging all adults to get the 
Covid-19  vaccination as it becomes available.  Doing so will show care for self, loves ones, 
neighbors, and our church family.  1a and 1b groups are being immunized now. You may visit 
the Kendall County Health Department with questions and schedule your appointment through the 
portal: http://www.kendallhealth.org/community-health/covid-19-vaccine/
covid_vaccination_appointment_portal/  

 

Masks are required when entering the church building at any time. Thank you. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cleaning supplies, PPE, and thermometers are available 
for church groups meeting in the church. They are located 
in the Gathering Room closet and down in the lower level 
foryer (where the PADS mats are usually kept) 

http://www.kendallhealth.org/community-health/covid-19-vaccine/covid_vaccination_appointment_portal/
http://www.kendallhealth.org/community-health/covid-19-vaccine/covid_vaccination_appointment_portal/


 

Money Changers in the Temple 
This phrase, taken from the act of our Lord recorded in Matthew 21:12, is usually taken to de-

scribe something deplorable, the sordid, the profaning of religion by commercialism. But in the 
highest sense, each Christian can be a “money changer.” When a person brings money to be 
used in furthering the purposes of Christ, money becomes changed into life. Money can be 
changed into health and life in a hospital down the street or across the sea; it can be changed 
into a college where a young person finds what is needed for real living. It is changed into food 
as the church meets physical need in all parts of the earth. By its right use, money is the alche-
my by which human life and energy are transported from one place to another. 

By our money, we can talk in many languages to proclaim the Gospel; by our money, we can 
heal the sick, give sight to the blind, care for the fatherless, teach the ignorant and feed the hun-
gry. Hence it becomes the “open sesame” to a glorious ministry. 

You … yes, you … can be a money changer in the temple! 

         G. W. Mattace 

Serve Where You Are 
A policeman in Birmingham, England on becoming a Christian was so greatly troubled by the 

sights and sounds of sin among which he worked that for a long time he prayed, “Lord, take me 
out of the police service. Give me some other work.” 

No answer came and no other work was opened to him. At last he said to his wife: “I think we 
have been making a great mistake. We have been praying that I may be taken out of the force, 
and I begin to think that he  

 has put me there to work. Now I am going to pray that he will help me to serve where I am.” 

That was the beginning of a life of marvelous usefulness. His influence over the men was so 
great that he was promoted to be the head of the detectives. He was instrumental in the salva-
tion of many criminals. The place where God has put you is the place where you do the best ser-
vice for him. 

                                       M. Lunn 

Thoughts to Ponder: 

“If you think health care is expensive now, wait until you see what it costs when it’s free.”  

                                          P. J. O’Rourke 

 “No man’s life, liberty, or property is safe while the legislature is in session.”  

                                                  Mark Twain 



 
 

Thoughts to Ponder: 

 
“If you think health care is expensive now, wait until you see what it costs when it’s free.”  

                                          P. J. O’Rourke 

 “No man’s life, liberty, or property is safe while the legislature is in session.”  

                                                  Mark Twain 

“I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into prosperity is like a man standing in a bucket and 
trying to lift himself up by the handle.” 

                                              Winston Churchill 

Carrying Our Own Loads 
 

We all start at the same place: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), 
and we are all rescued from this position in the same way: “But God demonstrates his own love for 
us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). God sees us all the same – 
sinners saved by his grace. Since we are all equal in his sight, there is no need to measure our-
selves by our neighbors. The Apostle Paul, in our text above, declares this a fruitless exercise. 

What is helpful, though, is to test our own actions. Am I using the gifts and talents God has given 
me in a way that brings him honor and that benefits the Body of Christ? Am I spending time in read-
ing his Word and in prayer to him? Am I joining in Christian fellowship as the Word of God is 
preached and the Sacraments are administered? Am I encouraging others to do good deeds? Am I 
giving sacrificially and humbly? How am I building up my pastor(s) so he can effectively preach the 
Word and care for the flock in his care? 

As we examine our actions, we must also examine our motives. Do I do “good things” because I’m 
a prominent member of the congregation and it’s expected of me? Do I labor in the church so I’ll be 
noticed and commended? Do I serve others and give of my time in order to earn God’s favor? God 
forbid that those should be our motives! Rather, we say with Paul, “Christ’s love compels us,        
because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those 
who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised 
again” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15). 

Finding the Good Life 
Most people believe that money brings happiness, so they always want more of it. But money 

does not bring happiness. Money and the things that money can buy do not produce the good life. 
The good life is taking “hold of the life that is truly life” (1 Timothy 6:19) and in using what God has 
given us to build his kingdom. Through the working of the Holy Spirit, we will hold the things of this 
world loosely and focus on things that are eternal. 



This month’s article is in sharp contrast to last March’s article.  The March 2020 UMW article described 
many upcoming events including our usual March Unit meeting, a 2020 Day of Spiritual Renewal, serv-
ing brunch for the upcoming UMM Aurora District meeting, and a church wide collection for our active 
military.  The UMW Unit meeting was held but then COVID hit and we went on lockdown.  All of the 
other activities were cancelled.  Now instead of listing upcoming activities, I need to share what activi-
ties will not be held and possible ideas.  Your UMW Mission Team met and decided it would be in the 
best interest to cancel both our March and April UMW Unit meetings.  We are encouraged that the 
COVID vaccine is now available and many of us have received the first dose with the expectation of 
getting the second dose in March.  Guidelines still prohibit meeting in the Fellowship Hall due to air 
quality and no food could be shared.  With that in mind, the Mission Team has scheduled a meeting on 
April 6 to decide future events thinking we’ll have more concrete information on the status of COVID at 
that time.  We will look at a possible social event in May or June. 
 
For fundraisers, we are thinking about having our annual Ice Cream Social in conjunction with Prairie 
Fest which will be held over Labor Day weekend.  We are also investigating the possibility of having 5-
B’s      Catering Service host a fundraising for us as a drive-through event.  Either of these would re-
quire someone to step up to volunteer to chair or co-chair them.  If this is something that causes your 
heart to skip with   excitement, please contact me and I’d be happy to give you details. 
 
In spite of COVID during 2020, our UMW Unit did receive the Silver Mission Today Unit of United 
Methodist Women awarded by the Aurora District, which means in spite of the lockdown we were able 
to continue to serve.  The Aurora District did modify the guidelines due to the unusual circumstances 
from having to     complete three or four goals in each category to at least one goal in each category.  
The categories were: 

 Narrate one of your stories of mission work.  I reported how our UMW ladies wrote notes of        
encouragement to our Sunday School children as they started school remotely. 

Paid our Pledge to Mission.  We were able to pay 100%. 
Check at least one completed goal in each area of the UMW Purpose: 

To know God – we met three of these goals 
To experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ – we met two of these 

goals 
To develop a creative supportive fellowship – we met two of these goals 
To expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the 

church – we met three of these goals 
I am proud of our UMW Unit for continuing to function in 
these times.  Some of our Circles are meeting via Zoom 
and some are meeting in small groups informally.  With 
God’s help may we remain positive and continue to move 
forward in 2021. 
         
Janet McCarty, UMW President   
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LENTEN BIBLE STUDY: Would you like to study something a little       
different this Lenten Season?  Join us for a five-week study based 
on the favorite hymn, How Great Thou Art.  This hymn has been 
recorded over 1700 times, including ones by Elvis Presley,          
Tennessee Ernie Ford, Roy Rogers and George Beverly Shea.  The 
version we know was written by Stuart K. Hine based upon a poem 
by the Swedish pastor Carl Gustav Boberg, who was inspired by a 
sudden violent storm whilst out walking one day…and the rest is (interesting) history!  The Zoom 10 
am Sunday morning study starts on February 28

th
 led by Janet McCarty.  Contact her at jmmc-

carty70@gmail.com for a copy of the online study.  

 
Pastor's Lenten Bible Study:  Sermon on the Mount 
Lent is traditionally a season where we follow the footsteps of Jesus to study and emulate his teachings 
as a vital part of the Christian journey.  Pastor Steve will facilitate a 6 week virtual class on Monday 
nights at 7 pm from February 22 through March 29.  The class will read and reflect on the book Sermon 
on the Mount: A Beginner's Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine. 
      
"What must it have been like to hear Jesus deliver the Sermon on the Mount?  What did his words 
mean to people in the crowd? What do his words mean to us today and how do they change our 
lives?" 
 
We will ponder questions like these while we meet via Zoom.  A brief video will be included. You are 
invited to go online to purchase your book through sites such as Cokesbury or Amazon.   
 
Please sign up by contacting the church office and supplying your email address so a Zoom link can 
be sent to you before the first class.  Contact Pastor Steve with questions   
pastor@goodshepherdoswego.org You can join in at any time! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
                                                                    

• Grab a coffee and join the UMM online Fridays at 7am! 
I am planning on have these meetings every Friday morning at 7:00 AM 
until we can meet at the church again. Contact Craig McGregor for the 
zoom link.  

• We are always looking for people interested in the UMM stocking of 
the Kendall Co. Food Pantry on Wednesday evenings at 5:00pm. 

Please contact the church office at 630-554-3269 or office@goodshepherdoswego.org with any 
questions. 

mailto:jmmccarty70@gmail.com
mailto:jmmccarty70@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@goodshepherdoswego.org


David McQueen, 88, of Montgomery, IL, passed away on  
Tuesday, February 23, 2021, at Seasons Hospice at Holy 
Cross Hospital in Chicago. 
 
Born in Newman, IL, to Charles Donald and Olive (Warnes) 
McQueen, David would serve his country honorably in the    
United States Army before going on the earn his Master’s     
Degree from the University of Illinois. 
 

David is survived by his loving wife, Betty (nee Dyar), and their four children – Joseph (Theresa), 
Becky (Dave) Saffold, Beth (Rich) Louge, and Kay McQueen. He is also survived by his           
grandchildren- Angi (Troy) Schopp, Jackie (Kevin) Kreuzer, David (Amy) Saffold, Sarah Saffold, 
Kristi (Brian) Ziegler, Nick Louge, Brittany (Dan) Tanzer, Jacob (Jessica) Wilhoyt, and Rachel     
Peters. He will be deeply missed by his 15 great-grandchildren, 6 great-great-grandchildren, and 
many nieces and nephews. 
 
David served the Oswego School District as a School District Administrator for 22 years and was a 
long time member of the Good Shepherd Church of Oswego and the Lions Club where he was a 
cherished member of the community. 
 
In lieu of flowers, donations in David’s name may be made to the Parkinson’s Foundation, Sea-
son’s Hospice, or the Church of the Good Shepherd of Oswego. 



March Birthdays 

3/1                            Reynolds Cross 

3/4                           Tammy Mayfield 

3/5                         Tanner McQuality 

3/9                               Jeff Haltenhof 

3/10                            Isabella Zapfel 

3/11                            Kimberly Berlin 

3/11                            Marilyn Dobbin 

3/11                                Cheryl Todd 

3/12                            Carolyn Carter 

3/15                             Harper Zapfel 

3/17                            Janet McCarty 

3/21                        Connor Robinson 

3/22                             Gene Logston 

3/22                              Donna Nease 

3/22                            Sue Randazzo 

3/25                              Kay Mareske 

3/26                                 John Franz 

3/26                              Finn Groebel  

3/26                               Roland Saka 

3/28                             Nancy Patush 

3/28                                Tom Reinert 

3/29                         Shirley LeClercq 

 



The Church of the Good Shepherd 

United Methodist 

5 W. Washington St. 

PO Box 695 

Oswego, IL 60543 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED                

Pastor: Pastor Steve Good 

pastor@goodshepherdoswego.org                        

Youth Director: Rachel Conover:  jessicarc31@gmail.com 

Executive Assistants:  Diane Baum  and   

Jessie Livingston 

Church Office Hours:  Mon-Fri by appointment 

Newsletter Editor:  
publications@goodshepherdoswego.org  

Office Email:  office@goodshepherdoswego.org 

Little Shepherd Preschool:  
littleshepherdps@sbcglobal.net 

    Director – Amanda Sidhu  Teacher:  Eileen Lesak 

    Teachers Aides: Vincenza Ferguson & Ellie Guzman 

Choir Director: Jonathan Tatar 

Custodian:  Bonnie Kennedy 

Nursery Attendant: Shannon Cronin 

Organist & HandBell Choir Director:  Cheryl Todd 

Pianist: Sue Gilla 

Reborn Praise Band:  Jon Conover, Band Leader 

www.goodshepherdoswego.org 


