
“The Good News” 

     “I didn’t sign up for this”, you might be 
thinking to yourself. 
I had other plans – to visit with family and 
friends, to volunteer in service to the 
community, to worship and learn at 
church, to go shopping, to take in a 
game of baseball. . . You find you have a 
curious mix of fear and anger because of 
these sudden life changes, and you don’t 
know what to do with that. 
    “I didn’t sign up for my life to look like 
this”. 
     That’s what God’s prophet Elijah was 
feeling when he was consumed with fear 
due to a   threat on his life from Queen 
Jezebel (1 Kings 19).  
     Elijah thought he knew the direction 
his life was going, and he had liked it! He 
had felt in control of his future.  But now 
he felt helpless and hopeless.  His      
response?  The great prophet Elijah    
social-distanced himself into the wilder-
ness.  He self-quarantined under a lonely 
broom tree and asked the Lord to take 
his life, so consumed he was with shame 
(“I am no better than my fathers”). 
     What was God’s response?  Public 
shaming? Ghosting Elijah’s prayer texts?  
Rejection? No, God’s response was   
mercy and grace. God sent an angel who 
who touched the despairaing Elijah and 
provided a humble meal that gave him   
strength for the next  40 days and nights. 
     As the Lord ministered to the vulnera-
ble Elijah in the wilderness, so the Lord 
will minister to you.  Unexpected harship 
has put you into a wilderness, but not out 
of God’s reach. 
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 Friend, may you notice the angel 
God sends to you to give you 
strength for the weeks to come 
and, like Elijah, may you hear 
God’s still small voice to comfort, to 
guide, and to heal. 
 
Your brother in Christ,  
Steve 
 
 (Thanks to Jon Conover for planting 
the seed of inspiration) 

Facebook 

Youtube 

Website 
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From The Office:____________________________ 

Our Church building remains closed until further notice. 
Please continue to stay safe at home.     Diane and Jessie 
continue to check voicemail and email regularly. Please let 
us know of any needs, prayer requests or requests for a 
pastoral phone call. While our building may be closed, our 
church and our hearts are never closed. 
 
We have our worship service posted by 8:00 on  Sunday  
mornings as well as Wednesday devotionals at 6pm, and 
Thursday story time for the kids at 11am. 
 
If you would like to have a zoom meeting with your group 
and would like us to set it up for you email  
Jessie at publications@goodshepherdoswego.org 
 

Photo by Debbie Klonowski 

 

GIVING: Online giving is available and is appreciated as we will still have our 
regular operating costs and bills. Please mail in your giving to P.O. Box 695 5 
W. Washington St. Oswego IL 60543 or use our E giving for online giving                                                      
https://giving.ncsservices.org/app/giving/goodshepherdoswego   

which can also be found on our website under the giving tab. ~ Thank you! 
 

 
 
WEBSITE: We now have a chat box on our website to contact us directly with any 
requests or concerns. Check out the new weekly worship tab and find current worship 
information and bulletins, as well as past worship/ devotionals and story time videos.  

FUNDRAISER: Second Chance through June 
14th! Church Tshirts and hoodies for sale! If you 
would like to support our church and  order a shirt, 
we receive $10 from every shirt sold. Shop online 
here:  

https://lightuposwego.itemorder.com/sale 

https://giving.ncsservices.org/app/giving/goodshepherdoswego
https://lightuposwego.itemorder.com/sale


 

 

 
 

 

Worshiping the Lord 
The old man was bedridden, victim of a stroke. His eyes gleamed mistily as we talked of our little church, its 

rapid growth, its new building. “Pastor,” he murmured, “I’d give anything to be able to come to church one Sun-
day, but I know I’ll never get out of this bed.” 

Smiling, he went on, “There was a time when I could have come to church every Sunday—but then I      pre-
ferred to stay in bed.” 

It is ironic how our sense of values can change. Fortunate is the man who awakens in time to the worth of wor-
ship and work in the house of the Lord. (Henry B. Luffberry) 

 
There is the story of a pastor who announced one Sunday to his congregation: “I have good news and bad 
news. The good news is that we have enough money to pay for our new building program. The bad news is 
the money is still in your pockets.” 

 

Stewards Need God’s Wisdom 

As stewards, we have the responsibility to be knowledgeable and wise. In 
order to be effective in our     stewardship, we need to seek God’s wisdom. 
“For the Lord gives wisdom and from his mouth comes knowledge and       
understanding” (Proverbs 2:6). 

God’s Word illustrates the poor consequences that result when we think and 
act foolishly. For example, in Matthew 6:26-27, we read of the man who built 
his house on the sand, and, when the rain came, the house came crashing 
down. Wisdom teaches us to build our houses on solid ground. 

Yet another example of not acting with wisdom is the Parable of the Ten 
Virgins. Five virgins did not     remember to bring enough oil so they missed 
the wedding celebration. By not thinking ahead, they missed the festivities. Jesus didn’t condemn these people for 
their wickedness but rather their lack of preparedness. 

Jesus uses the Parable of the Rich Fool to point out more foolishness. In this parable, Jesus tells us about a    
successful farmer who built bigger barns for the purpose of becoming wealthier. Jesus called him foolish because 
he didn’t acknowledge God as the provider of all that he had. When God took his life, his wealth was meaningless. 

Just as Jesus is critical of foolish thoughts and activities, he praises those who act wisely. In the Parable of 
the Shrewd Manager, Jesus praises the dishonest steward for how quickly and astutely he handled things when 
he was told that his job was coming to an end. Although the Shrewd Manager was dishonest, Jesus said there 
are even things that unbelievers do that we as believers can learn from and do. After the master told the Shrewd 
Manager his job would be ending, he became very wise, creative, and alert with his master’s money, and he 
assured himself of his temporary earthly future.  



In the same way, we can use the money God has given us to make friends who will welcome us into eternal 
dwellings. 

As God’s stewards, we can best fulfill our calling when we seek and use his wisdom. With God’s wisdom, we 
will build on solid ground; we will acknowledge God as our source of all things, and we will be prepared for 
Christ’s coming again. Because God grants us his wisdom, we can be God-pleasing stewards. 

Our Attitude toward Money 

Money is what we make it. Money can own us or be owned by us. Money can be our servant or our master. It 
depends entirely on our attitude. And this is why the Bible says that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich man to enter God’s kingdom (Matthew 19:24). It is not the rich man’s money, but the 
rich man’s attitude toward money that turns him away from God, away from other people, toward himself and his 
money. Likewise, it is not the poor man’s poverty, but the poor man’s attitude toward money that turns him away 
from God, away from other people, and makes him covetous, grasping, and every bit as selfish in his poverty as 
the wealthy man. 

Much of Jesus’ teaching focused on money so we need to develop the right attitude  toward it and be concerned 
about its use and misuse. Whether God gives us little or much money, we need to be faithful stewards of it and 
learn an attitude of contentment. According to the Apostle Paul, we are very rich if we are satisfied with what we 
have. In 1 Timothy 6:6-10 he wrote: “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into 
the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People 
who want to get rich fall into temptation and trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into 
ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”   

Unfortunately, so many people have become so eager to have money 
and the things that money can buy that they have lost much of life’s 
real value and life’s real purpose. Poverty is a problem, not only with 
those who have no money, but also with those who have much. There 
are many who don’t lack money but lack satisfaction because no 
amount of money satisfies. 

As we examine our attitudes toward money, we need to remember 
that money can do many things, but it can’t buy happiness or heaven. 

• Grab a coffee and join the UMM online Fridays at 7am! 
The United Methodist Men just had their first ZOOM meeting this past  
Friday at 7:00 AM. The meeting went well. We even had Hank Kobulnicky 
on the call. I am planning on have these meetings every Friday morning 
at 7:00 AM until we can meet at the church again.                                
Contact Craig McGregor for the zoom link.  

• We are always looking for people interested in the UMM stocking of the Kendall Co. Food      
Pantry on Wednesday evenings at 5:00pm. 

Please contact the church office at 630-554-3269 or office@goodshepherdoswego.org with any 
questions. 
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Anyone else struggling with grief, trying to remember the day of the week, feeling fear about the 
future, missing your family, friends and human contact?  This pandemic the world is going through 
is affecting all of us.  At this time, it is easy to turn continually inward.  What is the hope that we as 
Christians have?  Jesus Christ.  As we look at our current situations, we can call on that old saying 
“What would Jesus Do?” 

We need only to look to the book of Matthew 22:34-39 to get a strong hint.   

 
34 

But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered togeth-
er. 

35 
And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 

36 
“Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the Law?” 
37 

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

38 
This is the great and first command-

ment. 
39 

And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  

First, we can cry out to God with all of our thankfulness and fears, asking him to help us love him 
better with all of our heart, soul and mind.  Second, we can look at how we reach out and love  
others while being socially distanced.   

For each of us loving others is going to look different, each of us with our own abilities.  It might be 
as simple as a card, a phone call, a text reminding someone they are being thought of.  For those 
who have been on a baking rampage, take some of it to your neighbors, you can leave it on the 
doorstep. Can you sew?  How about making masks for others?  Do you like to draw?  How about 
doing some chalk artwork for those out for a walk to enjoy?  Decorate your window to put a smile 
on someone’s face. 

This pandemic is disproportionately affecting the economically challenged.  Are you fortunate 
enough to not have had your income affected?  How about helping our local church, local food 
pantry or homeless shelter?  Donations to global relief efforts through United Methodist Women, 
UMCOR or Midwest Missions are also needed.   

Wear a mask.  We wear it because we love others.  A mask protects others from your germs.  It 
doesn’t help a vulnerable individual to wear a mask if those around them refuse to.  We show our 
love to others by wearing a mask. 

Serving others has an added benefit of helping ourselves.  It is a blessing to serve others and it 
can help us emotionally.  God loves us and he has not forsaken us, let us live like children of the 
resurrected Christ. 

Debi Blocker 
UMW Social Action Mission Coordinator 
 
Carol Jansen, Chairperson of our biannual Craft Fair, is already making plans for the Craft Fair in 
the fall.   So, crafters get your minds and hands working towards this goal. 
 
I am still willing to deliver books from our UMW library to anyone interested in having a good book 
to read even when meeting restrictions are lifted.  Contact me for a list of books and the procedure 
at jmmccarty70@gmail.com; home phone 630-636-7233, or text 331-588-0064. 
 
Janet McCarty 
UMW President 
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Missions Team has not met since March. We were saddened to have 
to postpone the Missions Fair, but look forward to finding a time to   
reschedule once the church resumes in-person services and        
meetings. We will need to determine how to hold a Missions Fair with      
appropriate social    distance measures in place, since the nature of 
the event generally requires gathering in close proximity with interac-
tive media and materials. We are hopeful that we will be able to come 
up with some creative solutions for this. Stay tuned! 
 

Also, as you likely already know, Kendall County PADS suspended operations early this season. 
The last night Good Shepherd hosted was Friday, March 13. I would like to thank Shar Momich, 
Tracy Johnson, Craig McGregor, Tina Villareal, and Wendy Gaston for their leadership in the 
Good Shepherd PADS program this season, as well as all of the volunteers who made it possible 
to provide shelter, meals, and safety to anywhere from 5-20 guests per week all season long. I 
am grateful also to the Good Shepherd trustees for their flexibility, understanding, and            
compassion as we came up against a variety of issues this season that required the making of 
difficult decisions in an effort to help the most people as safely and responsibly as possible. 
Thank you so very much to everyone who made this season possible! 
 
The St. Luke’s Back to School Clinic is still scheduled for August. The committee is discussing 
details and planning the event via email at this point, but it will likely be drive-thru only, with    
backpacks pre-filled with supplies. Once it is known how many volunteers are needed, Missions 
Team will be reaching out to the congregation to see who from Good Shepherd would be willing 
to help out that day. I look forward to sharing more about the event with you as details become 
available. 
 
Be well! --Sara Poniatowski, Missions Chairperson 





6/1                                Ken Timmons 

6/3                               Wheeler Saka 

6/4                                Mark Steinke 

6/5                             Drew Nicholson 

6/6                              Matt Livingston 

6/7                                 Steve Lundy 

6/8                              Lisa Randazzo 

6/8                                Craig Watson 

6/9                                  Gladys Ode 

6/9                         Pamela Stutzman 

6/9                               Keith Wheeler 

6/10                               John Church 

6/11                                 Joy Tierney 

6/13                              Paul Schilling 

6/14                             Joe Nicholson 

6/15                                John Peshia 

6/16                                Bob Weinke 

6/16                                 JJ Leffel IV 

6/16                                 Olivia Ports 

6/17                    Lindsay Wintermute 

6/18                         Mary McCannon 

6/18                               Dave Patush 

6/22                                   Cliff Besch 

6/22                            Tracy Johnson 

6/22                                  Julia Perez 
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6/27                              John Momich 
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JuneBirthdays 

Sunday morning worship services are       
premiered Sunday mornings at 8am on          
Facebook, Youtube and our website. 

Pastor Steve has also been offering       
Wednesday evening devotionals to get us 
through the week and story time for kids on 
Thursdays, and we have been posting videos 
of our  musicians as well. Join us online! 

https://www.facebook.com/gschurchumc/  

www.goodshepherdoswego.org 

https://www.facebook.com/gschurchumc/
http://www.goodshepherdoswego.org/


The Church of the Good Shepherd 

United Methodist 

5 W. Washington St. 

PO Box 695 

Oswego, IL 60543 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED                

 8:15 a.m. Traditional  Worship Service 

 9:30 a.m.  Christian Education Hour 

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Free childcare available during  both 

services and Christian Education Hour 

Pastor: Pastor Steve Good 

pastor@goodshepherdoswego.org                        

Youth Director: Rachel Conover:  jessicarc31@gmail.com 

Executive Assistants:  Diane Baum  and   

Jessie Livingston 

Church Office Hours:  Mon-Fri 9am-3pm 

Newsletter Editor:  
publications@goodshepherdoswego.org  

Office Email:  office@goodshepherdoswego.org 

Little Shepherd Preschool:  
littleshepherdps@sbcglobal.net 

    Director – Amanda Sidhu  Teacher:  Eileen Lesak 

    Teachers Aides: Vincenza Ferguson & Ellie Guzman 

Choir Director: Jonathan Tatar 

Custodian:  Bonnie Kennedy 

Nursery Attendant: Shannon Cronin 

Organist & HandBell Choir Director:  Cheryl Todd 

Pianist: Sue Gilla 

Reborn Praise Band:  Jon Conover, Band Leader 

www.goodshepherdoswego.org 

Everyone is Welcome! 

• Wheelchair Accessible building 

• 8:15 AM traditional and 10:30 AM 
contemporary services.   

• Weddings dates available for our 
beautiful 1890’s sanctuary and 
downstairs reception area.  630-
554-3269. 

• We practice open Communion, we 
honor the Evangelical tradition of 
using grape juice and bread and 
gluten-free 

• Space available for weddings, par-
ties, events and meetings.  
Alcohol not permitted.  


